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Abstract 
This paper aims to reflect on how the support of the state policies of the socialist 
government of François Mitterrand, in 1980s France, may have been determinant 
for the transnational expansion of the Theatre of the Oppressed and its 
establishment as one of the most employed theatrical methodologies globally.  
During Augusto Boal’s exile in Paris, the formalization of the first Theater of the 
Oppressed center as a non-governmental association gave birth to the 
institutionalization of the method. This process made possible for the Theatre of the 
Oppressed to be widely considered by French policies of "theatrical 
decentralization", active in that context. 	

The Latin-American theatrical method arrived in France at the moment in which 
public policies for the theatre were transitioning from the notion of art to the notion 
of culture as a form of social development. In face of the state’s difficulty in solving 
political and ethnical conflicts, culture started to act as a tool for social mediation. 
While being practiced as one of these mediation methodologies, the Theatre of the 
Oppressed rapidly irradiated from Paris to the province, acting on social centers 
spread all over France. 

The multicultural experience provided by the encounter of plural social groups 
directed the Theatre of the Oppressed towards a path of internationalization, which 
completed itself with the diffusion to other countries in Europe, Africa and Asia. 
The process of adaptation of the method to cultural policies in France brought to 
the Theatre of the Oppressed methodological and institutional possibilities that 
served as parameters for its subsequent globalization. 
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